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who answered that question In the affirmative. There were
similarities between them. Grattan was three years older
than Fox; they were close friends; from 1777 when they
met at Lord Moira's they acted usually in concert; they
differed on the French war but agreed on almost every other
question In politics; they were both struck off the Privy
Council, and both of them after a brilliantly successful
beginning In politics spent the long remainder of their
days in forlorn minorities.
When Grattan entered the Irish House of Commons In
1775 one important concession had already been wrung from
England in the Octennial Bill, passed in I7681 in return for
an augmentation of the Irish army. But the Parliamentary
rights of Ireland were extremely imperfect.2 Parliament
could only legislate by submitting heads of Bills to the Irish
Privy Council, which in turn transmitted them in the form of
a Bill, if It did not choose to suppress them, to a Committee of
the English Privy Council who altered It at its discretion and
then returned the Bill to the Irish House In which the heads
of the Bill had been drafted. The Irish Parliament had no
power of amending this Bill; it could only accept or reject it.
It is important to notice that It was at the hands of the
English Privy Council that the first Irish proposal to mitigate
the Penal Code perished In 1708. Whilst the Irish Parlia-
ment possessed only the power of suggesting legislation, the
British Parliament claimed the right of binding Ireland by
Its acts, a right which it had used, without mercy, to destroy
all the most important manufactures of Ireland. Subject to
all the selfish prejudices of a Parliament in which she was
unrepresented, Ireland had none of the securities of justice
which protected the individual In England. There was no
Habeas Corpus Act and no Irish Mutiny Act The judges
were removable at the pleasure of the Crown, and the right of
supreme and final jurisdiction in Irish cases had been taken
from the Irish House of Lords and transferred to that of
1 The Parliament of George n. had sat for thirty-three years.
2 Lecky, Ireland^ ii. 52.